Sterling Metals Ltd

Attleborough Foundry
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Time Line

Compiled by Peter Lee

The Attleborough Foundry
	Date
	Event

	26th June 1907
	Sterling Metals Ltd founded in Coventry mainly for the production of aluminium, phosphor bronze and gunmetal castings. The first foundry was called Progress Works on the Stoney Stanton Road and had a 20 strong work force. They shared this original factory with Griffin & Stone Ltd. who were major shareholders in the business, and funded the company’s start up. Mr. G.Francis was appointed Chairman.

	1909
	They moved to George Street, Coventry with a workforce of 80. They made castings for both the textile and the motor industry. Customers included Sunbeam, Rolls-Royce, Napier & Thorneycroft. 

	1910
	Sterling moved to Northey Road, Coventry where they started making cast iron cylinder blocks.

	1911
	500 people were employed in the Northey Road plant

	1914-1918
	The company produced most of the cast iron cylinders for British military aircraft as well as castings for the first tanks. They employed Belgian labour to keep up with the demand for their products.

	1922
	Obtained the British manufacturing rights to the casting process for Magnesium Elektron aluminium alloys which were 40% lighter than aluminium. This material found great favour in the aircraft industry allowing Sterling Metals Ltd to become a major supplier to that industry. The Elektron process was held under licence from a German company I.G.Farben Industrie. Who had developed the process.

	1928
	Sterling obtained premises in Durbar Avenue to make gravity die castings.

	1929
	Amalgamation took place with the Birmingham Aluminium Casting (1903) Co. Ltd.  and the Midland Motor Cylinder Co to become part of the Birmid group of companies.

	
	Customers included: Bristol, De. Havilland, Dowty, Napier & A.V.Roe. Magnesium landing wheels for aircraft where they supplied Dunlop Rim & Wheel Ltd.

	1939 
	Sterling Metals erected a foundry in Attleborough, Nuneaton through fear of enemy action which was well founded. Coventry received several devastating air raids because of its war industries, two thirds of the city’s buildings were destroyed or damaged. The Daimler, Humber Hillman and Alfred Herbert plants were destroyed. The Attleborough plant covered 19 acres and by 1951 employed 1500 people.

	1940
	The night of the great blitz on Coventry, 14th November the Northey Road plant was badly damaged with production of magnesium, aluminium and castings badly disrupted. The Magnesium Sand foundry was completely gutted. The move to Nuneaton had been well planned. The German’s did not bomb the Attleborough factory.

	1941/42
	Sterling Metals built another factory at Burton Latimer to manufacture aluminium castings. This was only operational for the duration of the war and was later taken over by Alumasc.

	1942
	A new fully mechanised foundry was introduced in Nuneaton, especially for use with female labour. The output was for Lancaster and Mosquito fighter-bombers. 

	1945
	Sterling Metals Ltd supplied 95% of the landing wheels for British aircraft. (930,000 units with almost no service failures). Sterling also supplied 47,000,000 magnesium incendiary bomb casings at a peak production of 2,000,000 per month.

	1948-1956
	Production of cast iron cylinders and cylinder heads produced at Northey Road, Coventry increased from 600 tons in 1948 to 1550 tons in 1956. 

	1951-1957
	500,000 transmission cases for the Ferguson Tractor was produced.

	1954
	A new iron foundry was erected commencing in June 1954.

	1956
	Production started in June 1956 at the new Attleborough iron foundry.

	
	The heaviest casting produced weighed 5 tons.

	1957
	Stermet Hall was erected.

	1986
	Stiff price competition from Spain and elsewhere led to talks of closure of the plant at Attleborough

	1988
	Birmid sold Sterling Metals Ltd to Blue Circle Industries Ltd

	1990
	The production side was sold to Triplex Lloyd of Smethwick.

	1993
	Sterling International Technology moved to Colliery Lane, Bedworth. (Now called Doncasters Sterling Ltd)
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