DEACON THE SADDLER 
By Peter Lee
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Imagine having to put this lot out every morning and take it in every night! That’s what Mr. Deacon and his family had to do for upwards of fifty years. We often forget the fragrance of these old fashioned local shops. In Deacon  & Sons case, in their shop at Nr. 2 Market Place, Nuneaton, there would be an aroma of new leather with the possible tinge of liniment and other horsy embrocations.  What a variety of stuff was sold here! In addition to their usual line in saddlery, we can see whips at 1/6d each. Motor aprons, brushes and sponge cloths, ladies dress baskets, footballs, leggings, and Everett’s polishes, as well as portmanteaux and bags, which were sold and repaired on the premises. 

George Deacon’s business was established in 1798 and was originally conducted by George Gray (1776-1857) & Son – Thomas Gray (1805-1857), later being taken over by Thomas Mehew who owned the saddlery in the 1860’s before being purchased by George Deacon (1850-1926) by the early 1870’s.  Mr. Deacon originated from Bedfordshire. 

I would guess the saddlery business closed down when Mr Deacon died in 1926.    







